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PROCEEDINGS. 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Quarterly  Grand  Communication, 

HELD  AT  PHILADELPHIA, 

MARCH  5TH,  A.  D.  l866,  A.  L.  5866. 


The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  ample 
form  at  half-past  six  o’clock,  P.  M. 

PRESENT: 

Bro.  Lucius  H.  Scott, 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master. 

“  John  L.  Goddard, 

Right  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

“  Richard  Vaux, 

Right  Worshipful  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

“  Robert  A.  Lamberton, 

Right  Worshipful  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

“  Peter  Williamson, 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  John  Thomson, 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary  pro  tem. 
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Bro.  James  Hutchinson, 

“  David  C.  Skerrett, 

“  William  Barger, 

“  Josiah  Randall, 

“  Henry  M.  Phillips, 

Past  Grand  Masters. 

“  E.  P.  Kingsbury, 

“  George  H.  McCabe, 

“  Robert  L.  Muench, 

“  Joseph  L.  Stichter, 

“  Samuel  B.  Dick, 

“  George  Sweeny, 

District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 

“  Francis  H.  Jackson, 

Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

“  Charles  H.  Kingston, 

Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

“  Rev’d  John  Chambers, 

“  John  P.  Lundy, 

“  “  R.  H.  Pattison, 

Grand  Chaplains. 

“  J.  Alexander  Simpson, 

Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 

“  John  Wilson,  Jr., 

“  Thomas  J.  Woodbury, 

Grand  Stewards. 

“  Henry  J.  White, 

Grand  Marshal. 

“  James  Simpson, 

Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

“  J.  Kingston  McCay, 

Grand  Pursuivant. 


The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  York,  and  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  of  Washington  Territory,  were  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  Right  Worshipful  Senior 
Grand  Warden,  Bro.  Richard  Vaux. 

There  was  a  large  attendance  of  Masters, 
Wardens  and  Past  Masters  from  various 
Lodges  under  this  jurisdiction,  and  many 
visiting  brethren. 

The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master 
Lucius  H.  Scott  made  the  following  an¬ 
nouncement  : 

Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge  : — 

It  becomes  my  melancholy  duty  to  announce  to  you 
%  the  sudden  and  unexpected  death  of  Brother  William 
H.  Adams,  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  who  departed  this  life  on  Sunday  the  nth 
ultimo,  at  his  late  residence  on  Vine  street,  in  this  city. 

By  this  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence,  the  Grand 
Lodge  is  deprived  of  an  important  public  officer,  and 
many  of  the  members  and  brethren  of  a  friend  and 
brother  whom  they  have  known,  and  with  whom  they 
have  held  familiar,  social  and  official  intercourse  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century. 

The  sickness  and  sudden  death  of  Brother  Adams 
left  many  important  matters  of  business  requiring  imme¬ 
diate  and  pressing  attention.  His  letter-box  was  full  of 
communications  from  different  parts  of  the  jurisdiction, 


many  containing  money,  and  the  parties  anxiously  wait¬ 
ing  for  acknowledgments  of  its  receipt.  In  this  emer¬ 
gency,  aided  by  the  assistant  in  the  office,  Brother 
William  W.  Davidson,  I  spent  a  day  or  two  in  attending 
to  the  most  urgent  demands,  and  then,  with  the  advice 
and  concurrence  of  most  of  the  Grand  Officers  and 
several  Past  Grand  Masters  and  other  prominent  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  tendered  the  pro  tem. 
appointment  to  Past  Grand  Master  Brother  John 
Thomson,  by  whom  it  was  accepted,  and  he  entered 
at  once  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

I  have  only  further  to  say,  that  it  depends  upon  the 
pleasure  of  the  Grand  Lodge  whether  this  arrangement 
shall  be  continued  until  the  next  regular  election  in 
December  next,  or  whether  a  special  election  shall  be 
ordered  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Grand  Masters 
remarks.  Brother  Samuel  C.  Perkins  ad¬ 
dressed  the  Grand  Lodge,  as  follows: 

* 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master, 

Officers  and  Members  of  the  Right 

Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania. 

It  is  fitting  that  when  one  who  has  occupied  an  im¬ 
portant  and  responsible  station  in  this  Grand  Lodge,  for 
many  years,  and  who  has  been  known  not  only  through¬ 
out  this  jurisdiction,  but*  in  all  our  sister  Grand  Lodges, — 
whose  name  in  fact,  has  been  inseparably  connected  with 
all  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  for  very  nearly 
a  quarter  of  a  century, — when  such  an  one  is  taken 
from  us  by  the  hand  of  Death— stricken  down  in  the 
midst  of  his  years,  and  in  the  active  discharge  of  the 


duties  of  his  office,  it  is  right  and  proper  that  the  event 
should  receive  more  than  a  passing  notice  at  our  hands. 
In  order  that  the  feelings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  shall  find 
expression  in  a  form  which  may  go  forth  throughout  the 
Masonic  world,  and  be  spread  upon  her  records  as  a  per¬ 
petual  testimony  through  all  future  years  of  the  esteem 
and  regard  with  which  the  memory  of  a  faithful,  earnest 
and  accomplished  officer,  is  cherished  by  those  who  have 
known  him  in  life,  I  have  prepared  a  series  of  Reso¬ 
lutions,  which  I  shall  offer  for  your  consideration. 

Before,  however,  the  Resolutions  are  read,  I  trust  I 
may  be  pardoned,  Right  Worshipful  Sir,  Officers  and 
Brethren,  if  I  occupy  a  few  moments  of  your  time,  in 
reviewing  the  Masonic  life  of  our  departed  brother  and 
friend,  the  late  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary,  and 
dwelling  briefly  upon  some  of  the  prominent  points  of 
his  character.  To  a  portion  of  those  who  now  hear  me, 
his  Masonic  life  may  be  known  from  its  commence¬ 
ment  ;  but  to  many  of  those  present,  the  facts  which 
may  be  stated  will  probably  be  heard  and  known  for  the 
first  time  ;  and  to  all,  it  is  earnestly  hoped,  this  brief 
sketch  may  not  be  without  interest ;  and  it  is  trusted  that 
we  may  all  derive  profit  from  pausing  for  a  short  time  in 
the  midst  of  the  ordinary  business  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
and  contemplating  the  life  of  him,  whose  form  we  shall 
no  more  see  upon  earth,  and  whose  loss  we  mourn  and 
deplore. 


WILLIAM  H.  ADAMS, 

the  late  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Right 
Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in 
this  city,  August  27th,  1809.  His  father,  William  Adams, 
came  to  this  country  in  1798,  in  the  same  vessel  which 
bore  the  infant  form  of  him  whose  presence  as  one  of 


the  Grand  Chaplains  of  this  Grand  Lodge  at  all  its  com¬ 
munications  is  looked  for  and  expected  as  regularly  as 
that  of  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  himself.* 
William  Adams,  the  father,  was  an  active  Mason ;  he 
resided  in  this  city,  and  for  many  years  was  Tyler  of  a 
number  of  the  subordinate  Lodges,  and  among  others  of 
Washington  Lodge,  No.  59,  where  he  held  the  office 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  from  1825  to  1839,  during 
which  time  his  son,  the  subject  of  these  remarks  was  a 
member  of,  and  passed  through  all  the  Chairs  of  the 
same  Lodge.  The  father  was  at  one  time  a  member  or 
Philadelphia  Lodge,  No.  72,  and  at  the  date  of  his  death, 
which  took  place  about  the  year  1848,  was  a  member  of 
Solomon’s  Lodge,  No.  114. 

In  September,  1828,  the  petition  of  William  H.  Adams 
for  initiation  and  membership  was  presented  to  Lafayette 
Lodge,  No.  71,  in  this  city;  and  upon  the  24th  of  the 
following  month,  he  was  approved,  and  by  virtue  of  a 
dispensation  from  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master, 
initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  Freemasonry,  being  then 
but  little  over  nineteen  years  of  age.  The  degrees  of 
Fellow  Craft  and  Master  Mason,  he  took  in  due  course 
in  the  months  of  November  and  December  respectively, 
of  the  same  year.  In  January,  1829,  he  resigned  from 
membership  in  Lodge  No.  71,  and  in  April  of  the  same 
year  was  elected  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge,  No. 
59,  in  this  city,  a  connection  which  he  maintained  uninter¬ 
ruptedly  for  a  period  of  not  quite  the  full  measure  of 
thirty-seven  years,  and  which  terminated  only  with  his 
death. 

His  Masonic  progress  was  rapid,  and  doubtless  well 
deserved ;  for  the  minutes  of  his  Lodge  show  that  he  was 


*  Rev!  Brother  John  Chambers. 
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unusually  faithful  in  his  attendance  upon  all  the  meetings, 
and  unremitting  and  zealous  in  all  that  concerned  her 
interests  or  the  welfare  of  the  fraternity  in  general. 
Several  months  before  he  had  attained  his  majority,  he 
was  appointed  Senior  Deacon  of  the  Lodge,  by  Brother 
Enos  S.  Gandy,  the  then  Worshipful  Master,  who  must 
be  remembered  by  many  present  as  a  zealous  and  true 
Mason,  who  would  not  be  likely  to  be  influenced  in  the 
selection  of  the  subordinate  officers  of  his  Lodge  by  any 
motive  other  than  a  regard  for  her  prosperity  and  interests. 
Upon  the  14th  of  December,  1830,  Brother  Adams  was 
elected  Junior  Warden  of  this  Lodge;  in  December  of 
the  following  year  Senior  Warden  ;  and  December  nth, 
1832,  he  was  elected  to  the  Oriental  Chair.  He  was 
installed  in  this  office  at  a  special  meeting,  held  Decem¬ 
ber  19th,  1832,  by  Brother  Samuel  H.  Perkins,  now  one 
of  the  Past  Grand  Masters  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  acting 
as  Worshipful  Master,  pro  tern. 

After  serving  one  term  as  Worshipful  Master,  Brother 
Adams  was  elected,  December.  10th,  1833,  Secretary  of 
his  Lodge  ;  this  office  he  held  for  twenty-seven  years, 
by  successive  re-elections,  up  to  December,  i860.  The 
minutes  of  the  Lodge  during  all  this  period  bear  upon 
their  face  the  evidence  of  his  Masonic  knowledge,  and 
of  the  accuracy,  precision,  punctuality  and  thoroughness 
with  which  he  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office.  For 
over  ten  years  after  his  election,  he  was  never  absent 
from  a  meeting  of  the  Lodge. 

It  was  during  this  period  that  the  Anti-Masonic  storm 
arose  and  raged  in  all  its  fury  and  violence.  Many  bent 
before  the  blast,  and,  yielding  to  the  force  of  the  tempest, 
were  driven  from  the  altars  of  the  fraternity,  and  openly 
forswore  their  allegiance,  or  sought  safety  and  repose  by 
a  tacit  denial  of  their  faith.  Not  so  Brother  Adams  : 
•  he  remained  firm,  faithful  and  true,  amidst  all  the  blasts 
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of  that  most  malignant  and  unrighteous  persecution. 
He  was  indefatigable  in  his  attendance  upon  the  Lodge, 
and  in  his  efforts  to  preserve  her  vitality  and  existence. 
The  minutes  of  his  Lodge  show  that  on  several  occasions 
not  more  than  five  members  were  present ;  and  it  is  not 
a  solitary  instance  which  stands  upon  the  records  as  a 
testimony  to  his  efforts,  when  Brother  Adams  filled  the 
Oriental  Chair,  and  discharged  its  duties,  at  the  same 
time  that  he  attended  to  the  requirements  of  his  office 
as  Secretary.’  His  memory  may  well  be  cherished  by 
Washington  Lodge,  No.  59,  as  one  of  the  few  unwaver¬ 
ing  and  unfaltering  members,  to  whose  zeal  and  attach¬ 
ment  she  owes  her  continued  existence.  And  it  is  fitting 
and  appropriate,  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Offi¬ 
cers  and  Brethren,  that  now,  when  Masonry  has  outlived 
the  storm  of  persecution,  and  is  flourishing  in  the  sun¬ 
shine  of  prosperity,  that  this  portion  of  the  Masonic  life 
of  one  of  her  Grand  Officers  should  receive  especial 
mention  upon  such  an  occasion  ;  that  it  may  serve  as 
an  incentive  and  example  to  all  to  look  well  to  the 
foundations  of  their  faith. 

The  first  absence  of  Brother  Adams  from  the  meetings 
of  his  Lodge  was  April  9th,  1844:  but  this,  as  well  as 
the  very  few  other  absences  during  the  time  he  held  the 
office  of  Secretary,  was  occasioned  by  illness  or  the 
demands  of  the  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  or  other 
important  duties. 

A  Grand  Visitation  was  made  in  the  fall  of  1836  to 
Washington  Lodge,  No.  59,  by  the  then  Right  Worship¬ 
ful  Grand  Master  Tristram  B.  Freeman,  Esq.,  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  Grand  Officers.  The  storm  of  opposition 
to  the  fraternity  which  had  culminated  in  the  attempt, 
so  nobly  and  happily  frustrated,  to  extract  the  secrets  of 
Freemasonry  through  an  inquisitorial  Committee  of  the 


Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  had  scarcely  then  begun  to 
subside,  and  the  attendance  at  the  meetings  of  the  Lodges 
was  still  small.  On  the  occasion  of  the  Grand  Visita¬ 
tion,  Brother  Adams  attended  to  his  duties  as  Secretary, 
and  at  the  same  time  filled  the  Oriental  Chair.  At  a 
subsequent  Grand  Visitation,  in  June,  1842,  the  report 
of  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary,  which  is 
spread  upon  the  minutes,  states  that  for  the  three  preced¬ 
ing  years,  the  average  attendance  upon  the  meetings  of 
the  Lodge  had  been  but  six;  but  that  the  circumstances 
of  the  Lodge  were  then  improving;  and  that  its  then 
present  “flourishing  condition  was  mainly  owing  to  the 
zeal  and  devotion  ”  of  four  of  its  Past  Masters,  Brother 
Adams  being  one  of  those  mentioned  by  name. 

For  many  years  he  served  upon  the  Committee  of 
Charity  of  the  Lodge;  in  1853,  name  was  returned 
to  this  Grand  Lodge  as  the  Past  Master  upon  whom  the 
choice  of  the  Lodge  had  fallen  to  be  recommended  to 
the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  for  appointment  as 
one  of  the  Building  Committee  of  the  new  Hall ;  for 
one  year  he  acted  as  the  representative  of  his  Lodge  on 
the  Board  of  Almoners  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity 
Fund,  and  declined  a  reappointment.  On  December 
13th,  1864,  he  was  unanimously  elected  a  Life  and 
Honorary  member  of  the  Lodge,  a  well-deserved  tribute 
to  his  long  and  faithful  services. 

Brother  Adams’  connection  with  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
commenced  in  June,  1842,  when  he  had  the  honorary 
degree  of  Mark  Master  conferred  upon  him,  was  re¬ 
ceived  and  accepted  Most  Excellent  Master,  and  exalted 
to  the  supreme  degree  of  the  Royal  Arch,  in  Jerusalem 
Chapter,  No.  3,  Philadelphia.  In  December  of  the 
same  year  he  was  elected  Scribe  of  the  Chapter  ;  and 
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filled  the  offices  of  King  and  High  Priest  in  regular  suc¬ 
cession  by  election  in  the  two  following  years.  For  six¬ 
teen  successive  years,  from  1848  to  1864,  he  was  elected 
Secretary  of  his  Chapter,  declining  a  re-election  in  Decem¬ 
ber  of  the  latter  year.  He  was  thereupon  unanimously 
elected  a  Life  Member  of  the  Chapter,  and  a  Committee 
was  appointed  to  procure  a  suitable  testimonial ;  this 
Committee,  on  behalf  of  the  Chapter,  presented  him 
with  a  neat  and  elegant  service  of  silver.  His  punctual 
attendance  at  the  meetings  and  faithful  discharge  of  his 
duties  in  the  Chapter,  were  as  uniform  as  in  the  Blue 
Lodge. 

For  some  years  Brother  Adams  was  a  member  of  St. 
John's  Commandery,  No.  4,  of  Knights  Templar,  Phila¬ 
delphia.  The  movement  which  resulted  in  placing  the 
Commandery  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  did  not  meet 
his  approval ;  and  at  or  about  the  time  when  this 
measure  was  consummated  he  resigned  from  the  Com¬ 
mandery,  and  thenceforth  took  no  active  part  in  Tem- 
pl*ar  Masonry. 

Michael  Nisbet,  Esquire,  the  then  Right  Worshipful 
Grand  Secretary,  having  died  in  1842,  Brother  Adams 
was  appointed  on  the  6th  of  June  in  that  year,  by  the 
Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Joseph  R.  Chandler, 
Esquire,  to  fill  the  vacancy.  This  office  he  continued 
to  occupy  and  discharge  the  duties  of,  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death  :  having  been  elected  by  the  Grand  Lodge  at 
the  annual  election  in  December  succeeding  his  appoint¬ 
ment,  and  been  re-elected  annually. 

Brother  Nisbet  was,  also,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania ; 
and  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  William 
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Whitney,  Esquire,  filled  the  vacancy  by  the  appointment 
of  Brother  Adams  to  this  office.  As  in  the  Grand 
Lodge,  so  in  the  Grand  Chapter,  Brother  Adams  was 
elected  Grand  Secretary  in  December,  1842,  and  was 
re-elected  from  year  to  year,  and  died  in  office. 

For  nearly  twenty-four  years,  therefore,  had  our  de¬ 
parted  brother  discharged  the  arduous  duties  of  these 
two  responsible  offices.  And  these  duties  were  beyond 
and  above  those  of  a  mere  clerical  nature  ;  though  the 
mechanical  routine  of  these  offices  was  of  itself  no  small 
labor.  His  presence  was  required  at  the  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary’s  room,  at  the  Masonic  Hall  in  this  city,  daily  at 
certain  fixed  hours.  But  his  labors  ceased  not  with  the 
expiration  of  this  allotted  time.  The  business  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  the  Grand  Chapter  required  care, 
accuracy  and  close  attention  for  the  proper  preservation 
and  order  of  the  records,  and  for  the  conduct  of  the 
large  and  increasing  correspondence.  This  Hall  is  the 
Masonic  centre  of  the  city;  and  during  the  hours 
assigned  for  the  Grand  Secretary  to  be  in  his  room,  he 
was  subject  to  constant  and  continued  interruption  from 
brethren  of  our  own  and  other  jurisdictions  on  this  con¬ 
tinent  and  abroad,  calling  upon  every  variety  of  subject 
relating  to  Masonry. 

The  Grand  Secretary  was  looked  to,  naturally,  from 
his  long  and  varied  experience,  as  a  fountain  of  Masonic 
information  and  Masonic  law,  from  whose  copious  re¬ 
sources,  not  only  the  brethren  generally,  but  Grand 
Masters  and  Grand  High  Priests  might  and  did  draw 
freely  and  at  all  times.  Of  his  information  he  was  ever 
ready  to  communicate.  The  demands  upon  his  time 
during  his  office  hours,  made  it  necessary  for  him  to 
spend  much  additional  time  in  bringing  up  the  records 
and  correspondence  under  his  charge ;  and  it  was  no 
infrequent  occurrence  for  him  to  be  detained  till  a  late 
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hour  at  night  in  the  accomplishment  of  that  which  he 
felt  was  required  at  his  hands  as  an  officer  of  these  two 
grand  bodies.  He  was  neat,  accurate  and  systematic  in 
all  the  clerical  duties  of  the  office;  and  the  peculiar 
qualifications  desirable  for  its  requirements,  of  so  diverse 
a  character,  were,  perhaps,  as  happily  blended  in  the 
late  Grand  Secretary  as  can  be  expected,  when  the 
frailties  and  imperfections  of  human  nature  are  con¬ 
sidered. 

As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  By-Laws  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter,  and  as  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Correspondence  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
for  several  years,  I  was  necessarily  brought  into  frequent 
official  relations  with  Brother  Adams.  It  was  my  good 
fortune  to  have  his  confidence  ;  and  the  better  qualities  * 
of  his  disposition  always  manifested  themselves  in  our 
intercourse.  The  varied  and  oft-times  perplexing  duties 
of  his  office  came  necessarily  under  my  notice.  He  was 
firm  in  his  own  opinions,  having  a  reason  for  all  his  views ; 
but  was  ever  open  to  conviction,  and  ready  to  yield  for 
the  sake  of  harmony,  or  when  satisfied  that  he  had  been 
mistaken. 

» 

Brother  Adams,  prior  to  his  assuming  the  office  of 
Grand  Secretary,  which  required  all  or  the  greater  part 
of  his  time,  had  been  in  the  hardware  business  in  this 
city.  He  never  married;  but  in  his  sister’s  family, 
where,  for  many  years  prior  to  his  death,  he  had  made 
his  home,  he  was  loved  and  respected  by  her  children  and 
children’s  children ;  and  in  the  whole  circle  of  his  family 
relations  his  kindly,  affectionate  and  genial  disposition 
made  itself  felt,  and  drew  to  him  the  warm  attachment 
of  all  his  kindred.  They  looked  to  him  confidently  to 
share  in  and  contribute  to  their  happiness  and  joys,  and 
to  sympathize,  assist  and  condole  with  them  in  their 
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sorrows  and  trials.  His  loss  to  all  with  whom  he  was 
connected  by  ties  of  either  blood  or  marriage,  is  deeply  • 
felt  and  sincerely  mourned.  The  sympathy  of  his  Masonic 
brethren  in  the  bereavement  which  has  fallen  upon  his 
relatives,  is  tendered  respectfully  and  from  the  heart. 

He  will  be  present  with  us  never  again ;  his  labors  for 
this  Grand  Lodge  and  for  the  fraternity,  have  forever 
ceased.  He  died  February  nth,  1866,  in  the  fifty- 
seventh  year  of  his  age ;  being,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
the  oldest  living  Past  Master  of  Washington  Lodge,  No. 

59  ;  one  of  the  three  oldest  Past  High  Priests  of  Jeru¬ 
salem  Chapter,  No.  3 ;  and  Grand  Secretary  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  and  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  :  he  had  also  been  for  several  years  prior  to  his 
death  Representative  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of 
Washington  Territory  near  this  Lodge.  We  have  as¬ 
sembled  around  his  open  grave,  committed  his  body  to 
the  dust,  and  deposited  the  evergreen  upon  his  coffin  ; 
and  I  trust  that  the  Grand  Lodge  are  prepared  to  pay  a 
further  tribute  to  his  memory  by  adopting  the  following 
resolutions : 

Resolved ,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  feels,  with  deep 
sorrow,  the  death  of  Brother  William  H.  Adams,  the 
Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary,  who  died  in  office 
after  a  continuous  service  of  nearly  twenty-four  years. 

Resolved ,  That  in  the  death  of  Brother  Adams  the 
community  have  lost  a  useful  citizen ;  the  fraternity,  a 
zealous,  active  and  intelligent  member ;  and  this  Grand 
Lodge,  a  faithful,  accurate  and  efficient  officer. 

Resolved ,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  extends  its  heartfelt 
and  fraternal  sympathy  to  the  surviving  relatives  and 
friends  of  our  departed  Brother,  who,  by  his  death,  have 
lost  a  kind,  affectionate  and  devoted  relation  and  asso- 


ciate ;  and  we  trust  that  they  may  be  sustained  and 
comforted  in  their  bereavement  by  the  consolations  of 
Him  who  “  doeth  all  things  well.” 

Resolved ,  That  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of 
the  deceased,  the  furniture,  jewels  and  hangings  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  be  draped  in  mourning  for  the  space  of 
six  months. 

Resolved ,  That  a  copy  of  these  Resolutions,  suitably 
engrossed,  be  presented  to  the  relatives  of  Brother 
Adams,  and  copies  thereof  sent  to  each  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Grand  Lodges 
abroad,  and  to  each  subordinate  Lodge  under  this  juris¬ 
diction. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted, 
and,  on  motion  of  Brother  George  Griscom, 
ordered  to  be  printed,  together  with  the 
remarks  of  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand 
Master  and  of  Brother  Perkins,  for  the  use 
of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

On  motion  of  Past  Grand  Master  Brother 
Henry  M.  Phillips,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  action  of  the  Right 
Worshipful  Grand  Master,  in  appointing 
Brother  John  Thomson  Grand  Secretary 
of  this  Grand  Lodge,  until  the  election  in 
December  next,  be  approved. 

JOHN  THOMSON, 

* 

Grand  Secretary  pro  tern. 
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